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Press Release

“HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL MEETING OF THE GULF OF MEXICO STATES ACCORD IN MERIDA, YUCATAN, MEXICO”

Over 150 participants from Mexico and the United States attended the combined meetings of the Accord Working Groups and the Executive Committee of the Gulf of Mexico States Accord from October 1-3, 2003 in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico.

The following is a summary status report of a number of initiatives of the Working Groups of the Accord:

· Next month in November in Sarasota, Florida, the Accord and its business counterpart, the Gulf of Mexico States Partnership, Inc., will join the Secretariats of Transportation from Mexico and the US to sign a Memorandum of Understanding on Short Sea Shipping in the Gulf of Mexico. The signing ceremony will take place at the US Maritime Administration’s second annual “Short Sea Shipping Conference” on November 6, 2003. The MOU consists of an agreement to exchange information, experience and technology in a spirit of cooperation to improve and spur trade, research and maritime security between the two countries.

· Attendees at the meeting were presented with an integrated marketing plan focused on the promotion of tourist attractions in all of the Gulf of Mexico states.

· It was agreed that Lic. Joaquin Hendricks, Governor of the State of Quintana Roo and President of the Accord, would request Mexican Secretary of Tourism Rodolfo Elizondo to designate FONATUR, Mexico’s national tourism development trust fund, to coordinate the Accord’s “Nautical Staircase” project as a vehicle for economic reconversion in the Mexican Gulf states.

· As a means to increase tourism in Mexico, it was also agreed that the Accord would request from the Mexican Secretary of the Interior that US residents be granted the same tourist immigration treatment as citizens, i.e., to enter Mexico without the need for a visa.  

· The Working Group on Health, Ecology and Environmental Protection reported that it’s initiative related to a binational study of the “red tide” phenomenon was advancing rapidly. The objective of the study is to perform, for the first time in the Gulf of Mexico, research and collect data that would help to better understand and predict the occurrence of the phenomenon. The Working Group project is now seeking funding to support the initiative.

· In addition, the Working Group on Education & Culture reported on the progress of its continuing projects related to social assistance, developing relationships and exchanges between institutions of higher education in the Gulf region, as well as development of new cultural programs, including  cultural exchange (traveling art and photography exhibitions), musical anthologies, etc.

[The full report of recommendations of the Working Groups will be available in Spanish and English on the official Accord website, www.gomsa.org, in the near future.]

The meetings were attended by a number of Federal and state government officials from the US and Mexico, among them the Secretariat of Foreign Relations, the official liaison from the Mexican Government, as well as: the Secretariat of Tourism, the Secretariat of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), PROFEPA, the Secretariat of Agriculture (SAGARPA), FONATUR, the Secretariat of the Economy, the Secretariat of Communications and Transportation, the Secretariat of Health (COFEPRIS), the National Petroleum Institute, and the Commission of National Protected Areas. From the US government, officials were present from the Department of State, EPA, NOAA, and Eximbank. The group also included a number of university and research professionals.  State officials from Quintana Roo, Yucatan, Campeche, Tabasco, Veracruz, Tamaulipas, Alabama, Texas and Florida were also present at the meetings.

At the invitation of the Executive Committee, officials from PEMEX held a seminar entitled “Doing Business with PEMEX), which was attended by a number of public officials and business executives from around the Gulf.  Interest was expressed in replicating the seminar in Texas, Alabama, Louisiana, Campeche and Veracruz.

At the next combined meetings of the Accord, scheduled for January 2004 in the State of Tamaulipas, the Executive Committee accepted the proposal to hold a seminar on agricultural issues. Further information is forthcoming.
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