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Gulf States’ Agenda 

The presidency of the Gulf of Mexico States Accord was transferred from Jeb Bush, Governor of Florida to Joaquin Hendricks, Governor of Quintana Roo, during the organization’s Annual Conference and Business Expo, held in December 2002 in St. Petersburg, Florida.     

Gov. Hendricks announced one of his first initiatives as president will be to work with his colleagues in Mexico to have all of the country’s Gulf States officially designated as “border states,” thereby allowing preferential treatment for investment and financing.    The governors of Florida, Quintana Roo, Campeche, Tamaulipas, Veracruz and Yucatan attended the event  

According to Gov. Hendricks, Marcha Hacia el Sur and Plan Puebla-Panama, two of the Fox administration’s regional development initiatives involving attractive federal and state incentives and major upgrades in southern Mexico’s transportation, energy and telecommunications infrastructure, are significant factors favoring increased business, trade and investment in the Gulf States. 

Strategic Sectors for Investment, Financing Sources
“Each Gulf State strategically targets sectors for investment.  In Yucatan’s case, we offer special incentives for the aerospace, agribusiness, furniture, information technology, medical and textile/apparel sectors as well as contract manufacturing,” explains Bernardo Cisneros, Yucatan’s Undersecretary of Industrial and Commercial Development and co-chair of the Accord’s Finance, Trade & Investment Working Group.

To promote direct investment and facilitate project financing in the Gulf States, permanent membership in the Accord’s Finance, Trade & Investment working group was granted earlier this year to National Financiera (Mexico’s national development bank), BANCOMEXT (Mexico’s national foreign trade bank), the U.S. Export-Import Bank, the U.S. Overseas Private Investment Corp., the U.S. Trade & Development Agency and the U.S. Small Business Administration.   
Eleven coastal Mexican and U.S. states established the Accord in 1995 to promote economic and infrastructure development and cultural and educational exchanges.   Mexico is represented by Campeche, Quintana Roo, Tabasco, Tamaulipas, Veracruz and Yucatan.  The U.S. is represented by Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas.   
The binational region has approximately 62 million inhabitants and a GDP of US$1.5 trillion.  

The Accord brings together public officials, entrepreneurs, investors, scientists and educators.    In addition to Finance, Trade & Investment, the Accord’s working groups are Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries; Education & Culture; Health, Ecology & Environmental Protection; Legal Affairs; Tourism; and Transportation, Infrastructure & Communication.   

NAFTA’s Maritime Superhighway and Air Bridge

The Gulf of Mexico is a faster, cheaper and highly-sustainable route for NAFTA trade, according to Gary Springer, Secretary General of the Gulf of Mexico States Accord, who worked with the host state of Florida to organize a one-day Transportation Summit during the event. 
“Thinking about North American logistics and distribution needs to evolve from a fixed cost to a variable cost due to increasing options for container and bulk cargo into Gulf ports,” says Springer.     
Multimodal transportation involving ships, trains and trucks is available from the Port of Tampa as well as nearby Port Manatee, including CSX rail service ten times a week to Cincinnati and Newark, major distribution centers for the central and eastern U.S.     
In November 2002, the Yucatan Express launched a roll-on/roll-off cargo/passenger ferry which accommodates 20 53 ft. tractor trailers (or equivalent containers on chassis) and LTL freight.   The ferry offers weekly service between Tampa and the Ports of Calica in Quintana Roo and the Port of Progreso in Yucatan.               
Merida International Airport in Yucatan is Mexico’s third leading cargo airport.   Non-stop air cargo service is available from Merida to Houston and Miami/Ft. Lauderdale.    It is also available from Cancun to Atlanta, Miami and New York.     These and other airports in Mexico’s Gulf States also offer air cargo service to the U.S. via Mexico, D.F.   The St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport in the Tampa Bay area is working to establish direct service with Mexico.

Daimler-Chrysler Success Story

Daimler-Chrysler is one of the companies which has reduced costs and increased efficiency by using the Gulf of Mexico to transport products manufactured in Mexico to the U.S.     It has moved 50,000 PT Cruisers, Ram trucks and Sebring convertibles from the Port of Veracruz through Tampa since April 2000, according to George Williamson, Executive Director and CEO, Tampa Port Authority.   
Reducing transportation time from more than one month to a little more than one week has saved Daimler-Chrysler “a huge amount of money” in carrying costs on inventory alone.    Previously, its Mexican-produced vehicles bound for Florida were sent by truck and rail to St. Louis, then south to their ultimate destination.
Binational Think Tank Established
In 2002, the Gulf of Mexico States Institute was founded jointly at the University of South Florida and Universidad Veracruzana.  The think tank will work with researchers from higher education institutions from all participating Mexican and U.S. states.  It will be devoted to the development of strategic studies, publication of results and promotion of academic research related to the Accord’s seven working groups.  
The Gulf of Mexico States Accord is headquartered in the Tampa Bay area.   For additional information, email gulfstatesaccord@aol.com or visit www.gomsa.org
_______________________________________________________________________

New Industrial Park Announced In Campeche
The Government of the State of Campeche has acquired a 115-acre site located approximately 500 feet from the City of Campeche’s International Airport.  It plans to develop Parque Industrial Campeche XXI, a new industrial park that complies with the Mexican Norm of Industrial Parks.   

The objective of the new park is to offer industries interested in establishing sites in  Campeche an attractive alternative that provides the best conditions for location, infrastructure and services and which conforms to the concepts of a modern industrial park. 

Campeche’s economy traditionally has been based on primary industries such as agriculture, forestry, fishing and petroleum extraction.      The new industrial park is expected to increase manufacturing and assembly operations in Campeche. 

The City of Campeche is 127 miles from Yucatan’s Port of Progreso and connected by major four-lane highways.   The Port of Progreso recently completed a US$120 million expansion and is now strategically positioned as southeastern Mexico’s “megaport,” with a 62-acre area for cargo operations and frequent service to Houston, New Orleans, Tampa and Miami/Ft. Lauderdale.  
For more information, email sefico@campeche.gob.mx or visit www.campeche.gob.mx
__________________________________________________________________

Susanna Werner is the U.S. Representative for Yucatan’s Secretary of Industrial and Commercial Development.   She has specialized in Yucatan since 1999 and U.S.-Mexico business, trade and investment since 1994.   Contact her at susanna.werner@yucatanmexico.net or 828-225-8505 and visit www.sedeincoyuc.gob.mx and www.yucatan.gob.mx for more information.
PAGE  
3

